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ROYAL COMMISSION INTO INSTITUTIONAL RESPONSES TO CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE — 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

Statement by Minister for Child Protection 

MS S.F. McGURK (Fremantle — Minister for Child Protection) [2.10 pm]: I rise to table A safer WA for children 
and young people: 2020 progress report, a report on the Western Australian government’s implementation of the 
recommendations of the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse. 

We are now three years into our 10-year implementation journey and we are beginning to see a cultural shift in 
how we as a community understand and respond to child sexual abuse. This shift is occurring because of the work 
being led by this government, staff across multiple agencies and community service organisations and leaders in 
the community. The report details how we are realising our commitment to create a safer WA for all children, now 
and into the future, by meeting the 310 recommendations for which this state government is responsible, through 
initiatives like the $3 million grant to support the establishment of the WA centre for excellence in responding to 
child abuse and neglect; the development of a reportable conduct scheme through the Parliamentary Commissioner 
Amendment (Reportable Conduct) Bill 2020, which was tabled as a green bill for public consultation last year; 
the work led by the Department of Local Government, Sport and Cultural Industries to consult with 137 local 
governments and 38 sport and recreation organisations to support their participation in the National Redress 
Scheme; and the development of multiple training packages across agencies such as the Western Australia Police 
Force, the child and adolescent mental health service and the Department of Communities, and out in the community 
as well. The 2020 annual progress report demonstrates the strong working partnerships across state and local 
governments, the non-government sector and the community that are critical to our continued success in addressing 
systemic issues related to child safety. 

As we move into the fourth year of the state government’s 10-year reform plan, we will build on the foundational 
work of the first three years. The reason we do this work remains clear: the community has a right to expect that 
our children are safe, especially within the institutions entrusted to protect, educate, nurture and care for them. If 
we want to realise this, we must recognise that the safety of children is a whole-of-community responsibility. 

I thank the Premier and my cabinet colleagues for their leadership and support in ensuring that we do everything 
we can as a government to stop the mistakes of the past from being repeated. I table the report. 

[See paper 212.] 
 

https://www.parliament.wa.gov.au/publications/tabledpapers.nsf/displaypaper/4110212a258429bd8d90e434482586d300124e99/$file/tp+212+(2021).pdf

	ROYAL COMMISSION INTO INSTITUTIONAL RESPONSES TO CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE — RECOMMENDATIONS
	Statement by Minister for Child Protection


